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CHAPTER XIIL

Home Lire AT Oxon HiLL.

ROM my-uncle’s “ Recollections” I have collected
several sketches of the home life at Oxon Hill. " The
old house* is still standing and may be seen from
the river, or even from the railroad. The main

building is unchanged, though it has been divested of its

wings. These were an almost invariable feature in old Mary-
land houses; indeed, were demanded by the mode of life of
hat day. Sometimes they were detached, sometimes con-
nected with the main building by a sort of corridor. One of
these wings was generally devoted to the uses of the gentle-
man of the house. Here he had an office, in which his busi-
hess of various kinds was transacted with his overseers, ten-
nts, etc., and where he kept his guns, fishing tackle and such
anly appurtenances as might not be considered fit to adorn
e hall or drawing-room; sometimes prints of celebrated
orses ornamented the walls, or various trophies of the
ase. It was for the master’s exclusive and individual use.

* On February 6th, 1895, this venerable mansion was destroyed by
e. The following notice appeared in the Baltimore Sun of February
h: “Alexandria, Va., February 6th, 1895.—Another one ‘of Mary-
d’s historic mansions has been destroyed. The spacious dwelling
use on Oxon Hill, overlooking the Potomac, opposite Alexandria,
ight fire last night, and was left a wreck by the flames at diybreak

STAIRCASE AT OXON HiLL.
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ROM my-uncle’s “Recollections” I have collected '
several sketches of the home life at Oxon Hill. The 3
old house* is still standing and may be seen from
the river, or even from' the railroad. The main

building is unchanged, though. it has been divested of its
wings. These were an almost invariable feature in old Mary-'

. land houses; indeed, were demanded by the mode of life of
that day. Sometimes they were detached, sometimes con-
nected with the main building by a sort of corridor. One of
these wings was generally devoted to the uses of the gentle-
man of the house. Here he had an office, in which his busi-
ness of various kinds was transacted with his overseers, ten-
ants, etc., and where he kept his guns, fishing tackle and such
manly appurtenances as might not be considered fit to adorn
the hall or drawing-room; sometimes prints of celebrated
horses ornamented the walls, or various trophies of the
chase. It was for the master’s exclusive and individual use.

2l '“‘._5_ g

STAIRCASE AT OXON HILL.

* On February 6th, 1895, ‘this venerable mansion was destroyed by
fire. The following notice appeared in the Baltimore Sun of February * 3§
7th: “Alexandria, Va., February 6th, 1895.-—Another one *‘of Mary- «
land’s historic mansions has been destroyed. The spacious dwelling
house on Oxon Hill, overlocking the Potomac, opposite Alexandria, .
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caught fire last night, and was left a wreck by the flames at daybreak




PEDIGREE OF THE ADDISON FAMILY
From the REV. LAUNCELOT ADDISON, M. A.
Called Launcelot of the Hill.

LaurTc:elot. ) Col. John. -

a daughter. Rev. Anthony,
Dean of Litchfield. . Emigrated 1667. . = ’ Rector of Abingdon,
— . d. 1706 in Eng. Mr. Bowles of London. Chaplain to the
- - = 1676-7. ) Duke of Marlborough.
Jane Gulston. Rebecca Dent, née Wilkinson. : :

[g A e e,
Launcelot. Joseph. 4 others. Col. Thomas.

] = b.1679. d.i1727.
Countess of Warwick.

A, = st. Elizabeth Tasker, daughter of Thos. Tasker, Esq.
Charlotte, 215t day of April, Anno 1701,
d. ~ .
; ' Rebecca — * Eleanor.—
unmarried. .= 1st. James Bowles, = st. Benett Lowe,
= 2d. Col. Plater. =2d. Col. R, Smith,
=2ad. June 17, 1709 (Fryday), ==3d. Posthumous Thornton,
Eleanor Smith, daughter of Col. Walter Smith = 4th. Corbin Lee
Ann. John. Thomas. Anthony. Henry.
= b.Sept6,1713,d.1764. T .
Wm. Murdock. = - ., Unmarried. Unmarried. Rache! Dulany.
Susannah Wilkinson. . )
Ann. Thomas. Anthony. John. Ele_ar‘lor.
. Overton Carr. Dec.;|767. R.Murdock. Mrs. Watkins. Rev. J. Boucher.
Rebecca Dulany Addison. Rebecca Dulany. .
d. Capt. Tho Hanson. Walter Dulany.  John. Mary Grafton. Thomas. Her;ry.
R P omas Tanson - 15t Junes,1792. S.Leitch. Sam’IRidout. H.M.Paca Miss
. Grafton, Samuel. Rebecca. Thomas. E. D. Hesselius. : Claggett. "~

2d. Mrs. Mackall, née Baily.
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CHAPTER IX.

His EArLY MINISTRY.

ey o

1793-1799..

=5

o7 HAVE before me two venerable parchments, yel-
low with age, and with clumsy seals attached to
them. The first is dated August, 1793, and reads
as follows: “ Know all men by these presentd that
I, Thomas Jno. Claggett holding a general Ordi-
ation by the assistance of Almighty God on Sunday, the
fth day of May 1793, in the Parish Church of St. Peters
Falbot, did admit our beloved in Christ, Walter Dulany
Addison, unto the Holy Order of Deacons. In testimony
ereof, I have affixed my Episcopal Seal, this 22nd day of
Jovember, in the year of our Lord above written, and in
he second of my Consecration.”

I touch this old paper reverently. It is the commission
‘a faithful soldier of the Cross, who fought a good fight
and entered into rest half a century ago, full of faith and
pood works. His was the first ordination by our first
lishop, who himself had been consecrated only six months
dfore in Trinity Church, New York, September, 1792.

¥ This elevation to the Episcopate,” says Mr. Allen, “ was
pfirst instance of the national independence of the Church,
ghowing that it had no longer need to seek consecration

*3SNOH HONVIW T1IH NOXO
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CHAPTER IX.

His EArRLY MINISTRY.
1793-1799. .

72 HAVE before me two venerable parchments, yel-
low with age, and with clumsy seals attached to
them. The first is dated August, 1793, and reads
as follows: “ Know all men by these present$ that
I, Thomas Jno. Claggett holding a general Ordi-
nation by the assistance of Aimighty God on Sunday, the
26th day of May 1793, in the Parish Church of St. Peters
Talbot, did admit our beloved in Christ, Walter Dulany
Addison, unto the Holy Order of Deacons. In testimony
whereof, I have affixed my Episcopal Seal, this 22nd day of
November, in the year of our Lord above written, and in
the second of my Consecration.”

I touch this old paper reverently. It is the commission
of a faithful soldier of the Cross, who fought a good fight
and entered into rest half a century ago, full of faith and
good works. His was the first ordination by our first
Bishop, who himself had been consecrated only six months
before in Trinity Church, New York, September, 1792.

“This elevation to the Episcopate,” says Mr. Allen, “ was
the first instance of the national independence of the Church,
showing that it had no longer need to seek consecration
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HoMmE Lire AT Oxon HiLr,
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i ROM my - uncle’s “Recollections ” T have collected
several sketches of the home life at Oxon Hill. The
old house* is still standing and may be seen from
the river, or even from the railroad, The main

building is unchanged, though it has been divested of its

wings. These were an almost invariable feature in old Mary-
land houses; indeed, were demanded by the mode of life of
that day. Sometimes they were detached, sometimes con-
nected with the main building by a sort of corridor. One of
these wings was generally devoted to the uses of the gentle-
nan of the house. Here he had an office, in which his busi-

he hall or drawing-room; sometimes prints of celebrated
orses ornamented the walls, or various trophies of the
hase. It was for the master’s exclusive and individual use.
* On February 6th, 1895, this venerable mansion was destroyed by
e. The following notice appeared in the Baltimore Sun of February
h: “Alexandria, Va., February 6th, 1895.—Another one ‘of Mary-
nd’s historic mansions has been destroyed. The spacious dwelling
use on Oxon Hill, o<2,_oo§=m the Potomac, opposite Alexandria,
ught fire last night, and was left a wreck by the flames at daybreak
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From the REV. LAUNCELOT ADDISON, M. A,
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Oxon Hill Manor

In

Iﬁrinte @enrge’ﬁ (’Inuntg
Maryland



Main entrance to Oxon Hill Manor built by Jules-Henri de Sibour
for Sumner Welles in 1928.
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With sincere appreciation, Oxon Hill Manor Foundation, Inc.
dedicates this book to three persons, among many, who gave
endless hours of their time and devotion towards making a
dream come true—the restoration and preservation of OXON

HILL MANOR.

)

o T
o

P Y -
3 W W ¥ -

e v
-

s
«n

gon
» —_, .
PR

e B B

5
4
4
1
E

—
Al
A e

y

v

.,"
‘

EIRRRRRARARNL 5 7
& NI H ?

Mary Fraser dePackh
Ann Hopper

NP2 > ) drieoo
George Price




CHRONOLOGY

Historical associations of Oxon Hill Manor fall primarily into
three categories:

1. The Addisons and their role in colonial Maryland.

2. John Hanson's death and possible burial on the property.

3. Sumner Welles’ years at Oxon Hill, including reported
Roosevelt visits to the estate.

1685 John Addison, colonial merchant, acquired this land
: from Lord Baltimore.

1687 John Addison erected a frame house on the site thal is
now Bolling Air base.

1710  His son, Thomas, erected a brick house, the original
“Oxon Hill Manor” adjacent to the present sile.

1767 Thomas Addison, fourth owner and the grandson of
Thomas Addison, patented 3,663 acres and called it
Oxon Hill Manor.

1774 Thomas Addison died.

1778  Widow Addison married Thomas Hanson and lived in
Oxon Hill Manor. (Thomas, nephew of John Hanson,
first “President of the U.S. in Congress Assembled”
under the Articles of Confederation.)

1783 John Hanson visited his nephew, Thomas, for pur-
poses of recuperation. He died at Oxon Hill Manor on
November 15, 1783 at the age of 68.

1785 Thomas Hanson then leased the mansion to Nathaniel
Washington, cousin of George Washington.

1793  Reverend Walter D.  Addison, last Addison owner of
Oxon Hill Manor (inherited in 1774) took control. He
was founder and the rector of St. John's Church in
Georgetown and officiated at the funeral of George
Washington.

1810 Oxon Hill Manor sold to Zachariah Berry.
1879  Trustees for the Berry family sold off property by lots.
1895 Original home destroyed by fire.

1




1927

1928

1933

1941-

1945

1952

1976

1976
1977

1978

1978

1979

Property (255 acres including site of original manor)
purchased by Sumner Welles, Assxstant Secretary of
State.

Neo-Georgian brick mansion built by Jules Henri de
Sibour for Sumner Welles.

Sumner Welles became Under Secretary of State under
Cordell Hull during the administration of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

During this period President Roosevelt was a frequent
visitor to the Manor. Many of the famous were guests
during Sumner Welles’ residency.

Mr. Fred Maloof, entrepreneuer and art dealer, ac-
quired 55 acres of the Welles' estate. Planned to
eventually establish the Manor House as the John
Hanson Museum. Plans were never completed except
for occasional tours just prior to his death in 1972.

The 55-acre parcel owned by Mr. Maloof was pur-
chased and deeded to the Maryland National Capital
Park & Planning Commission. Funds for this purchase
was made available jointly by the Prince George's
County Planning Board and Prince George’s County
Council.

Oxon Hill Manor Association, Inc. was formed

Prince George's Planning Board agreed to' lease the
Manor House and 8 acres to a non-profit community
foundation for the purpose of restoration, operation
and maintenance.

Oxon Hill Manor was entered on the historical register
June, 1978.

Maryland Legislature passed a bill providing $300,000
for the restoration and rehabilitation of Oxon Hill
Mainor. Signed into law (SB 350} by acting Governor
Blair Lee.

The Maryland ‘National Capital Park & Planning
Commission leased a portion of the property to the
Oxon Hill Manor Foundation, Inc. (formerly the Oxon

2




1979

1894 picture

Hill Manor Association). The lease covers the Mansion
and about 15 surrounding acres, including the pool and
the gardens. A program has been developed for the
restoration, renovation and future use of the leased
property and action has been initiated to hire an
architect. It is visualized that when the architect
completes investigation and plans, actual renovation
would commence; public use would become a reality in
1980.

The Women's Committee of the National Symphony
Orchestra has received special permission to use Oxon
Hill Manor as their 1979 Decorators’ Show Case
House. Tours will begin in September and will
continue through October.

of Oxon Hill Manor built in 1711 by Col. Thomas
Addison.




OXON HILL MANOR
IN PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY

Colonel JOHN ADDISON was a member of a well-known
family in England, and an uncle of the noted essayist JOSEPH
ADDISON. In 1660 he helped Charles II become King of
England. Subsequently, he formed a company which made
trading voyages out of Liverpool. In 1667 he-transferred the
conducl of his business to St: Mary's City. Among his ventures
he provided overseas passages for colonists, which gave him
the right to large grants of land from Lord Baltimore. In 1685
he began taking claim to tracts along the Potomac, from Swan
Creek to the Anacostia River. In 1687 he established his
headquarters, and built a frame house, at the present location .
of Bolling Air Force Base. In 1710 his son, Colonel THOMAS
ADDISON, built a brick house on the location called Oxon
Hill. It was built on a ridge several hundred yards north of the
location of the present house, a little south of the present
location of the Beltway.

The third owner of the land was named JOHN ADDISON, -
for his grandfather, and the fourth owner was named
THOMAS ADDISON, for his grandfather. The original grants
by this time had diminished somewhat in size, and Thomas
Addison, in 1767, patented 3,663 acres, aboul 5% square miles,
calling it OXON HILL MANOR. Thomas Addison, died in
1774, and in 1778 his widow married THOMAS HANSON.
. The couple continued to live in the house until 1785, when they
leased the manor to Nathaniel Washington, a relative of
George Washington. During this period, George Washington
placed his two orphaned nephews, George S. Washinglon, and
Lawrence A. Washinglon, as boarders in the Oxon Hill Manor
house.

Joun HaAnsoN ELECTED UNDER THE
ARrticLEs oF THE CONFEDERATION

During the Revolutionary War, the 13 colonies, one by one,
became sovereign slates. They were united in their opposition

4



to England, but were nol actually united even though they sent
representatives to the Continental Congresses. In 1777 the
Second Continental Congress submitted to the several stales
the articles of Confederation; however, six slates had claims
on western land based on early grants from the Crown,
Virginia had a large claim going wesl to the Mississippi, or
possibly farther, and north nearly to the Greal Lakes, JOHN
HANSON, who had led the Maryland delegation, believed thal
the back lands ought 1o be a common stock, parcelled outl by
Congress inlo free, conveniently-sized, and independent units.
Hanson visualized a country consisting ol an increasing
number of sovereign slates, a position which time has shown
to be supremely wise. Maryland, therefore, withheld ratifica-
tion of the Articles until assurances were given that the
weslern boundaries of certain states would be fixed by
Congress, and the back lands would be laid oul in states
separate from the original 13 states. When these assurances
were al lasl given in 1781 Maryland ratified, and a formal
union was created. The United States came into being with the
Articles of Confederation. For the part he had played in
eslablishing the Union, John Hanson of Maryland was elected
by the delegates o Congress as President of the United States,
for a one-year term, on November 5, 1781. Several Presidents
under the Arlicles of Confederation succeeded him until in
1788 the present U.S. Constitution replaced the Articles, and
George Washinglon was elected the first President of the
United States, under the Constitulion, for a four-year term.

Joun Hansons Dearn

In 1782 John Hanson, tired and ill, completed his term as
President. He had lived through and been at the very heart of
some tempestuous and lrying times. In 1783, probably for
purposes of recuperation, he visited his nephew Thomas
Hanson, who was at the time the squire of Oxon Hill Manor.
During his visit john Hanson, ex-president and patriot, died al
the age of 68. It is probable that he is buried in the cemetery
adjoining the old house site.




Firru Abpbison Resipes at MANOR

In 1793 the lease of Oxon Hill Manor to Nathaniel
Washington was terminated, and the fifth Addison, Rev.
WALTER ADDISON, took control. He had actually been the
owner from the death of his father in 1774, but had been loo
young to assume his inheritance. He and his brother John, both
young boys, are believed 1o have witnessed the burial of John
Hanson in the Addison cemelery al the Manor. He was rector
of the Broad Creek Church near Oxon Hill and later became the
founder and a rector of St. John’s Church in Georgetown. He
was one of four clergymen who officiated at George Washing-
ton’s funeral. In 1810 he sold the remaining portion of his
estate, including the house, to Zachariah Berry. In 1879
trustees for the Beriys subdivided it and began selling off lots.
By 1917 parts of the property had passed through many hands.
However, the original house, built in 1710, had burned in 1895.

Oxon Hiu. Manor.
Resibence rorR Sumner WELLES

In the mid-1920’s, SUMNER WELLES bought 245 acres for
$110 an acre, including the site of the burned-out mansion. In
1927 he buill the present brick house on the ridge south of the
ridge on which the previous house had been built. The house
was designed by Count Jules-Henri de Sibour, a well-known
French architect. It is considered one of the finest modern
examples of a Georgian brick house in America. In 1933
Sumner Welles became Assistant Secrelary of State, and 1937,
Under Secretary of State under Franklin D. Roosevelt. He was
instrumental in promulgating the Good Neighbour policy
toward Latin America, and assisted in laying the groundwork
for what would become the Uniled Nations organization.
Welles accompanied Franklin D. Roosevelt when he met Prime
Minister Winston Churchill at sea in August of 1941. President
Rooseveltl was a frequent visitor at Oxon Hill Manor, possible
lo gel away [rom the pressures of his ollice, to use the
swimming pool, and o enjoy a relaxing atmosphere. Winston
Churchill was possibly a visitor. It is rumored that discus-
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sions of the American invasion of Europe in World War Il were
held at the Manor. Many other notable and famous people
were guests at the Manor during Sumner Welles’ occupancy.

Manor Art Museum rorR TwenTy YEARS

In 1952 Fred Maloof acquired 55 acres of the Sumner
Welles estate, including all the current buildings and land
improvements of the estate. At about this same time, Wm.
Ferguson acquired approximately 90 undeveloped acres,
including the area on which were the ruins of the previous
house and cemelery. The balance was taken for the Beltway.

-MNCPPC Purchases Oxon HiL. Manor

AND LEASES TO COMMUNITY FounpaTion

Mr. Maloof lived in the house until his death in 1972. From
that time until 1976 the 55 acres were owned by two really
companies. The acres owned by Mr. Ferguson remained in his
ownership. In September 1976 the 55-acre parcel previously
owned by Mr. Maloof was purchased for $750,000 and deeded
to the Maryland Nalional Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission.

In August 1977, the Commission advertised for proposals
to renovate, operale, and maintain the Manor House and 8 plus
acres. Two proposals were received. After a number of public
meelings, much investigation, and full discussions al two
public hearings, on December 1, 1977, the Prince George's
Planning Board agreed, in addition to some other particulars,
to lease the Manor House and 8 acres to a non-profil
communily foundation for restoration, operalion, and main-
tenance. ' )

Oxon Hiu Manor Founnation. Inc.

Prior to the acquisition of Oxon Hill Manor in 1976 an
enthusiastic group.of citizens, most of them Prince Georgians




and many of them residents of areas close lo the Manor, urged
public officials to purchase the property. In the halcyon days
following the purchase of the property and execution of the
lease, this group of citizens banded together into a more formal
organization. In November 1976 they incorporated under the
laws of Maryland as the Oxon Hill Manor Association.

The Association was formed to make and implement
recommendations with respect to the preservation and public
use of Oxon Hill Manor. In view of the lease al the time of the
Association’s founding, it considered its function as advisory
and helpful. It could and did provide citizen input and offers of
free citizen help in the restoralion process. Although it was
mainly advisory, it was nol, however, precluded from be-
coming operational.

GrantT Receven ror Restoratrion or MaNoR

When the Maryland legislature convened January, 1978,
Delegate Charles Blumenthal introduced a bill in the House of
Delegales to provide $300,000 for the restoration and rehabili-
tation of Oxon Hill Manor. Senator Pele Bozick inlroduced a
companion bill in the Maryland Senale. The money would be
raised from a bond issue by the State of Md. and the funds
made available to the Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission. The bills were passed by the legislative
bodies, and became law when SB 350 was signed by Acling
Governor Blair Lee on May 29th.

Oxon Hill Manor was placed on the historical register in
June of 1978.




View from West Terrace at Oxon Hill Manor which overlooks the
Potomac.

: : e o

Entrance Foyer at Oxon Hill Manor.
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Library at Oxon Hill Manor during the Sumner Welles occupancy.
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OXON HILL MANOR

It is hard to imagine a more beautiful situation than that
occupied by Oxon Hill Manor, overlooking the Potomac River,
on a ridge eight miles south of the nation’s capitol—a noted
Maryland home. The estate is historic, but the fine brick neo-
Georgian house was designed for Under Secretary of State
Sumner Welles, by the noted Washington architect Jules-Henri
de Sibour, and was completed in 1929.

The winding driveway off Oxon Hill Road leads through
majestic trees, to open lawns and through distinctive gates
and courtyard to the Manor. Tall brick pillars support stone
pineapples and carriage lanterns. A beautiful wrought iron
gate leads from the courtyard to the south gardens and terrace,
which overlooks a large swimming pool. The Manor is built of
brick, with brick quoins and white painted wood trim around
doors and windows and roof cornices. Above the entrance
door is a terra cotta shield bearing the motto “Dieu je dois tout:
(I owe all to God). The Manor contains 49 rooms, five of which
are the reception rooms, the proportions of which are so
perfect that the house was placed on the list of outstanding
architectural examples in the State of Maryland in 1977.

The entrance doors open into a spacious foyer with an
elaborately carved mantle and black and white marble floor in
:the Italian manner. Double oak doors on either side of the
fireplace open into the Library. To the left of the foyer is the
ballroom running the full depth of the house. The south wall is
broken by.a huge Louis XV fireplace with French doors on
either side which overlook the terrace, gardens and swimming
pool.

Double doors open from the north side of the drawing
room into the Library panelled in warm pine with intricately
carved molding and a mantelpiece of carved pine in the
Georgian style.

Adjoining this room, is the great dining room which, along
with the library and the end of the ballroom, overlooks the
river. The dining room walls are divided into panels by half-
round moldings of spirally wrapped open ribbon pattern.
Eight large panels are papered with hand-painted chinese
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watercolours. The fireplace is in,the Louis XV style with
carved shell keyblock. ‘

A long lateral hall continues from the main foyer between
Mr.-Welles’ study on the right and the dining room on the left,
to end at the graceful curving staircase with its patterned
wrought-iron baluster.

The upper floor consists of six bed chambers each with its
own bathroom, fireplace, and large closet. The chambers on
the north and south corners of the west side of the house have
access to the roof of the porches through French doors. All
rooms are entered from a spacious hall which has a continuous
row of cedar lined storage closets. A small sewing room is to
" the left of the stairs.

The service wing is a three-story 79 ft. long unit that
contains large storage rooms, a wine cellar, incinerator, and
two servants’ rooms with bath and large lounging room in the
basement. The ground floor includes the kitchen, pantry, cold
room and silver safe, flower room and laundry and the
servants’ hall and toilet. On the upper floor there are eight
maids’ rooms with a bath and four mens’ rooms with a bath
and a segregated corridor. There are also sewing rooms and
linen closets. These floors are connected vertically with a stair
and elevator. ”

Magnificent Louis XV chandeliers hang from the ceiling of
- the entrance foyer and the stair-hall.

Oxon Hill has had a rich and colorful history that spans
the years of Colonial Maryland right up to the space age. From
the time this land was first acquired in 1685, it has witnessed
the Addisons and their role in early Maryland, John Hanson'’s
death and rumored burial on the property, and Sumner Welles
years at the Manor including visits by President Roosevelt.

These unique edifices deserve preservation to allow our
“re-living” its greatness today and into future generations.
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View from South Terrace at Oxon Hill Manor.

Terraced gardens at Oxon Hill Manor during Sumner Welles
occupancy.
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